Comparison of Similar Looking Plants

Gardenia carinata, Gardenia mutabilis and Gardenia tubifera

Scientific name: Gardenia carinata Scientific name: Gardenia mutabilis Scientific name: Gardenia tubifera
Common name: Golden Gardenia Common name: - Commonname: Water Gardenia
Family name: Rubiaceae Family name: Rubiaceae Family name: Rubiaceae

Origin: Thailand, Peninsular Malaysia Origin: South Philippines to Sulawesi Origin: Thailand, Peninsular Malaysia,

Conservation Status: Non-native Sumatra and Borneo

Conservation Status: Nativeto Singapore
(Presumed Nationally Extinct)
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Character comparison

Gardenia carinata Gardenia mutabilis Gardenia tubifera

Form * Smalltree to 15 m tall * Shrub or small tree, up to 5 m tall * Small tree, often 8-15 m tall

Foliage G. mutabilis
* Leaveselliptic, 5-15 cm long
* Leaf base cuneate

) * Smooth on both sides
G. carinata

Leavesellipticto obovate with
prominentvenation, up to 30 cm

long G. tubifera

* Leaf base attenuate * Leavesobovateto

* Upper surface smooth oblanceolate, 12-16 cm
underneath hairy long

e Leaf base attenuate
e Smooth on both sides

15cm




Character comparison

Gardenia carinata

Gardenia mutabilis

Gardenia tubifera

Flower

6-8 lobes

Corollatube about 5 cm long
Calyxtube 5 lobed, middle
marked with 5 strong keels,
about 2.5 cm long

7-8 lobes

Corollatube about 6-10 cm long,
slender

Calyx tube slightly ridged, tightly
sheathingthe corollatube, 0.6-
1.7 cm long

”V

6-9 lobes

Corollatube variablein
length, 2.5-14 cm long
Calyxtube smooth, loosely
sheathingthe corollatube,
truncate, 0.8-3.5 cm long
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