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1. Your rooftop garden has a good variety of 
plants. What is your design inspiration? 

Our Sky Garden was carefully designed for infants, 
with due considerations given to ensure that our 
young students have a safe but flexible space to 
learn, explore and play. We test bedded different 
concepts and observed responses before firming 
up on the installation of the permanent structures. 
For example, it was observed that the mud play 
area was more popular with the children and less 
well-received by staff or their parents. Through 
test-bedding, we can ensure that our play features 
are well-received by all stakeholders. 

Continuing the themes of our classrooms and 
other learning spaces, we deliberately selected 
neutral colour palette and use of natural materials 
to create a more biophilic play environment. 

Through thoughtful design, our large open area is 
now transformed into a safe and welcoming space 
which encourages exploration and imaginative play. 

Our living walls and raised movable sensory 
garden beds are planted with a wide range of 
plants curated to educate the students and provide 
sensory play opportunities using plants’ varied 
textures and features. The garden beds and its 
surrounding play spaces such as the water play  
are often used by teachers and students to 
examine nature and test theories for concepts 
taught in classrooms.

Different zones in the space allows different 
activities to take place simultaneously, providing 
our students with options to physically explore 
and engage in active play, find moments to quietly 
observe nature, or connect and engage with each 
other in the background of a natural setting

Gardens in the Sky

Class photo of children 
in heritage wear during 
annual UWC day celebrated 
globally on 21 September 
which coincides with UN 
International Day of Peace. 
UWC Day is a moment 
to celebrate the strength 
and diversity of the UWC 
movement and the school’s 
mission for a more peaceful 
and sustainable future.  
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A member of the global UWC movement, UWCSEA 
has a passionate belief in the power of education 
to be a force for good in the world. Our mission is 
to use education to help all our students to realise 
their potential as agents of positive change and 
actively identify ways to contribute to a sustainable 
future for all. 

Centered around this mission, our learning 
environments are thoughtfully and deliberately 
designed to provide age-appropriate opportunities 
for students to develop the skills, qualities, and 
competencies that we have identified as necessary 
for them throughout their lives. 

The Infant Sky Garden, atop the roof of our Infant 
School block at UWCSEA East, is one of our 
thoughtful spaces specially created to help our 
youngest students engage with nature for learning 
and for play. 

Our mission is to use education to help all our students to 
realise their potential as agents of positive change and actively 
identify ways to contribute to a sustainable future for all.“
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Skyrise greenery, which refers to greenery on 
building rooftops and walls, is a sustainable nature-
based solution that enhances the built environment. 
Besides extending greening skywards, it has 
been shown to reduce energy usage and increase 
biodiversity in the city. The greening of facades, 
balconies, mid-level, and topmost roof spaces 
helps to optimise urban spaces for greenery and 
recreation, enhancing urban dwellers’ quality of 
life through their work and living environment. 
This article presents interesting skyrise greenery 
projects with different building typologies.


